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We, women who work in the North Ward in Osaka,
organized the “Osaka North Ward International Wo-
men's Year Study Group”to answer the appeal of

the United Nations Decade for Women in 1975

for women’s contribution to equality, development
and peace. During the past ten years we have been
discussing and creating programs and activities for
the improvement of working women's position. We

published this booklet hoping to show the desire of

Japanese working women to contribute, not to fur-
ther competition and division, but to the ultimate aim
of world peace.

S BATCRSEELVHEHVTILE 21— 2P BBICA-TETVET,

Today, computers are revolutionizing offices with remarkable speed.
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Lunch Hour along a Downtown
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There are |5 million working women in Japan. not in-
cluding female farmworkers and shopkeepers, and these
I'5 million women account for one third of Japanese
workers. Thus, the Japanese economy depends heavily
on women's labor.

However, women's wages are a little more than half of
men's. Few women have a chance to be appointed to
responsible positions or to be promoted. There is still
in Japan the firmly - rooted consciousness that “Men
work, women keep house!
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This woman is the Manager in a department store. But
in Japan women make up only 1.2% of all executives.
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Women Shopkeepers
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This is a shopping arcade in Kyoto. The smiling shop-
keepers are almost all women. They work from early
morning to late at night with perhaps one holiday a month.
They cannot take adequate maternity leave but must
return immediately to the shop.



Until only 30 years ago Japan was an agricultural
society. But now that farmworkers are only 10% of all
workers farm labor has fallen almost entirely into the
hands of women.
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Commuting in a jam - packed train.
- care center.

At the day



\ AAe
‘(3(»\" s A Day in the Life of
a Working Woman

|
i
e

630 £k with No Time for

. Herse
grgaen il
“Morning : ;
already?”
e T30 wmsnz0nmc

Y& wmEIEBBoLES

“I get up 30 minutes earlier than the rest
of the family in order to make breakfast.”
“My husband takes our two children to the
day - care center.”

7:30
Leave for the office.
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9:00 — 17:00

“|I work hard from 9 to 5"
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“I'have a pile of housework waiting for me
- pick up the children, prepare their dinner,
bathe them ..
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“My husband usually comes home late -
about 10 p.m” (I'm home)
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An Abundance of Goods
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YOUNG GIRLS YEARN FOR A
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But the total expense for the wedding is about 5 million
yen ($20,000), which is more than the annual income of
the average Japanese worker, so the parents bear most
of the cost.
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LOVELY WEDDING®
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Once a married woman gives in to the pressure to quit
her job in order “to devote herself to housework,” the
only way she can find work is as a part-timer. Part-
timers earn half the salary of a full - timer, can expect
no paid holidays, sick leave or pension. Their tiny salaries
go to help with the housing loan or children’s educational
expenses. We cannot hope for “women’s economic in-
dependence” under these circumstances.

orking as a Part-Timer



Two-Career Families-Looking to the
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The family shown above consists of a wife (age 41)
who works in the office of a trading company, her husband
(age 43) who works for an insurance company, and their
two children, both born during 6 - week maternity leaves.
They live in Osaka in a small“3LDK” (three rooms and a
Living - Dining - Kitchen with bath and toilet). They have
been married for | 8 years and share the housework and
childcare. This woman, who is very enthusiastic about
working, is against the great gap existing between the
wages of men and women.



F3EF%<3

M3 DF ML, 6L 3IBD2ANDBOTDE
XA, R A#ELTT, WEOHmELZDEL T,
BSOS TOBRLENE2 LT 2D AIEST
Vi,

FHECEHE L EOEMBAO KDL L - L5
5820 T,

This woman is a 33 - year old lawyer and mother of 6 -
and 3—year old sons. Her husband is also a lawyer. She
works for the improvement of women's position through
application of the divorce laws and laws against discrimi-
nation in the workplace. Such professional careers as
lawyer and scholar are still relatively new for women-
these possibilities were first seen only about 20 years
ago.
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Japan: Land of Military Bases

® Japanese Military Bases

¥ American Military Bases
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Though Japan renounces war and the build - up of war
materials in her Constitution, there are a large number

of military bases in Japan.



| am a Second-Generation

Atom Bomb Survivor
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This woman is a second-generation atom bomb survivor
and is pregnant now. Her mother (on the right side),
who was in Hiroshima at the time the atom bomb was
dropped, fervently hopes to have a healthy grandchild.

World peace and the absence of nuclear arms is the
only basis on which we can truly enjoy a happy family
life and a meaningful working life. We, Japanese, the
only A -bomb victims in the world, think it our duty to
appeal to people all over the world,“No More Hiroshimas,
No More Nagasakis” If you agree with our appeal, please
send your signature (See the next page) and address to
the Osaka North Ward International Women'’s Year Study
Group:

Ms. Atsuko Kawanishi

404 Ueda Bldg.

4 -10-6 Nishi Temma

Kita - ku, Osaka, JAPAN 530
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Appeal from Hiroshima and Nagasaki
For a Total Ban and Elimination of Nuclear Weapons

Forty years have passed since the atomic bombing of
Hiroshima and Nagasaki, and the end of the Second World War.

In spite of the intense desirve of the A-bomb
survivors of Hivoshima and Nagasaki and the people of all the
world that such tragedies must never be repeated, nuclear
weapons over one million times move destructive than the
Hirvoshima and Nagasaki bombs arve now stockpiled, the result
of the on-going nuclear arms race.

The use of nuclear weapons will destrvoy the whole
human rvace and civilization. It is thevefore illegal,
immoral and a crvime against the human community.

Humans must not coexist with nuclear arms.

With effective activities for the prevention of nuclear
wayr now developing throughout the world, the elimination
of nuclear weapons, as a common international task,
has become most urgent and crucial for the very survival of
the whole of humanity.

Along with the survivors and on behalf of those who
died and cannot now speak for themselves we appeal
from Hiroshima and Nagasaki:

Therve must never be another Hivoshima anywhere on earth.
There must never be another Nagasaki anywhere on earth.

Now is the time to call for the complete prohibition
and elimination of nuclear weapons. Let us work together
urgently to achieve a total ban on the use, testing, research,
development, production, deployment and stockpiling of
nuclear weapons.

February 6 and 9, 1985 Hiroshima and Nagasaki

® [ 3(Signature) o{f pr(Address)




Women Workers' Lunch- Time Demonstration Against We will continue our activities and movement to obtain
the Proposed Weakening of the Labor Laws for Women the real equality between men and women with the women
and For the Improvement of Women's Position in Society. of all over the world.
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What did you think after reading this booklet? Please
share your views with us!

Editors: Miyako Miura, Shizuko Koedo, Reiko Sho ji

Translators: Catherine Broderick, Junko Inada, Hikaru Hida

lllustrations: Kiyoko Ishii

Photographs: Yoshio Ishii, Ryuji Tada, Shigeru Kogami

Published by: )

©Osaka North Ward International Women's Year

Study Group: Ms. Atsuko Kawanishi 404 Ueda
Bldg, 4 -10-6 Nishi Tenma Kita- Ku Osaka,
Japan 530

1, July 1985, 1000




